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Situdtion’ Report Number 39
: ';(as~of 1130 EDT) . .

THE MILITARY SITUATION

GENERAL

L. Ground activity resumed-oh both fronts this

" moxning, -although fighting on the Egyptian front was

Significantly lighter than vestaerday. On- the Syrian,

front, both sides cohtinued to engage in artillery
gnd tank duels, with Israeli forces intensely shell-
ing areas southeast of Sasa. Syrian forces appear
to be fighting doggedly, and Israeli forces appear

to be almost at a standstill on this front.

25X1

. No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/08/12 : LOC-HAK-543-2-4-2




. 25X1

25X1

25X1

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/08/12 : LOC-HAK-543-2-4-2

SYRIAN FRONT
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. 6. The Lebanese press claims tliat a heliborne
ree of Syrian commandos have occupied a hill near

' Al Qunaytirah ag a prelude to an attack on. the town.

Tgis report, however, Has not been confirmed by any
other source. Other roports suggest that lightly -
armed foreces ranged; alony the Israeli left £lank on
: ' Mount Hermon may be Palestine Libera-
tion Army commandos: or fedayean guerrillas.
L . .

-2

¥

1 A
v A

! : : Lo

- ¥

' '

No Objectioh to Declassification in Part 2010/08/12 : LOC-HAK-543-2-4-2




No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/08/12 : LOC-HAK-543-2-4-2

o\@

<

Q"o’@

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/08/12 : LOC-HAK-543-2-4-2

25X1




] |
No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/08/12 : LOC-HAK-543-2-4-2 .

. BA’I‘TLE LOSSES (C..:tlmatpd)
(hrtxmated Losses as of- 1130, 15 Dctobar)

- , 3 ! Israsl : Arab
Personnel ' 2,900-%,100 . 13 500 167600
_ Tanks , '750 -850 .. 1 150~1,240
Alreraft - . : 95=«110 . 250—270

' Shipsy : ;:' 4 (poss) : 20=26
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EGYPT -
' i 14, I’ﬁ:‘esic'leni; Sadat will address ‘the nation
tomorrow at noon Cairo time (0600 EDT) at the open-
ing of an extraordinary joint session of the People's
%ssembly and the Arab Socialist Union central commit~
tee, ?he speach willl be Sadat's first public state~
ment since hostilities began. ‘ '
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KUWAIT : e -
_ 16. The meotiny of the drganizéﬁiuh BE Arab
Eﬁttgisum gxpor;inngountries (OAPECQ)  scheduled to
2 vonvened in Kuwait tomorrow has agal 2@ st~
poned until 17 Ootober.. . o dg. n heen. post

. 25X1

\18. Meanwhile, Saudi officials are baconing
concerned that Soviet influence in the Middle Cast
Will rise in the peried Following the conclusion of
‘Ehe war and that US 'action to Mimplewent or impoge"

g Pga?Eq??Sed on Resolution 242 will PBe necessary
wgthoéﬁztdll this. Puring. & meeting ‘'on 14 October
e ® US-Charge at Riyadh,.according to a sensitive
Phate_mepartment cable,  Saudi Royal Counsellor Rashad
Qogiqon ggpreased.conaiaegable apprehension that a
c f:lnqaulon ijshenconﬁllct will inevitably lead to
3 u?glgence of gOVxet,;nf%uence, which ‘has been on
£ edya§e, he §a;d, thanks in large measure to the
audls own efforts. In this situation, moderates
-Such as Saudi Azabia and Jordan would be in an awkward
S?d exposed positlion. 'To ease the Sabdi dilemma,
f;a;ien*wsegondgd by a leading member of the royal
w;@; %E;ufggieghaz'@hGhUS work quickly in conjunction
> 5 g to achi ant :
liros o Resolution=222%eve'a'58ttleménF alqng the
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© MIDDLE EAST o
" BANNEX II .

Situation Report Humber 3%
(As of 1130 oD
Redep;bymaht of Idraeli PForces ?rom’Syria ¥
to the Sinai (estimated)

.4+ . The cuirent disposition of Israeli forces ig .

not known preciszely. DBased on peacetime locations
and force regquirements of the past weeck, it is es-
?Lmated that both the Northern (Golan Helghts) and
Southern (Sinai} commandz are intact and that some
forces from the Central command. (Jordan) were seht

ta the Sinal front.: Baefore the transfer of forces
from the Syrian front, then, the Israelis probably
had‘glght infantry brigades and two armored. divisions
facing Syria. Threé infantry brigadées probably are
being held opposite:Jordan, and four armored divi-
- 8ions and three infantry brigades ‘are in the Sinai.

2. The Israeli advance aﬁpafenﬁly has halted on

_ the oulskirts of Sasa sowme 21 miles from Damascus.
There is. another Isvaeli thrust south of Sasa but the

iiont thare'genaral;y approximates the 1967 ceasefire
n’-'.‘. » ) . . ' v ' ' . "
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4. The situation' in the Sinai apparently has re-
quired the Israelis %o reinforce. theixr forces t@ere
at the expense of thelr objective--the destructicon
of the Syrian army=-in Syrila.. The Syrians have not
vet been defeated. Some units are coqduc?lng_an' .
' orderly withdrdwal toward prepared defenhsive positions
poar Damascus, but ‘others continue to attack the |
Israelis, With thé exception of the front along the
Damascus road, the general battleline still approxi-
“matas the 1967 ceadefire line. '

5. fThe Israelis probably will not advan¢e much
furthei toward Damascus. Rather, they probably will
try to destroy Syrian forces along the ceasefire .
1ind and consolidate their positlons there and along
the DRamascus road. : This could take as long as a
week with the foreés now committed. ™

7. The céntinued presence of a viable enemy force
opposite the Golan Helghts will limit the extent to.
_which the Israelis  could prudently draw down their
" own Eorces there. They probably would consider that
one armored division and two. to three infantry brlgaﬁes
could he transferred to the sinad fxogt;';e§v1ng.f;ve to
gix infantry birigades to defend thelir positions in,
8yria and the Golan Heights with the remaining armored
divisions held as- a mobile réserve to counter any
serious Syrian counterattack. I£ units wers with-
drawn from the Syrian front hefore.l3 October they
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- could already havoe completed ﬁﬁa nove to the Sinai--a

Journey of some 250 mileg to a resdrve position.

. . 8. 'The reinforcement depicted above would ini- oo
tially free onc of the other armored divisions, currently
being held as a resérve in the Sinai, for a counter-
attack on the EBgyptians, The infahtry brigades prob-
ably would be committed as soon as thay were rested
and reficted. Thay probably would relieve all oxr part
Of the three infantry brigades which have been in cone
tact with the Egyptians since- the. war began. . In this
case, there would he no significant guantitative addi-

tion to the Israeli force.

. 9, TQe‘qdditioh of the armored division to the
four alweady:in the Sinai would not significantly in-
creasn overall Israeli force levels there. If, however,

+ the Israelis now have twe armored divisions on line and

two i? a mobile reserve status, the major armored units
dlrQCuly_;n contact with the Egyptians could be increased
by 50 p2rcent with the reserve held constant.
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